c/o Athlete Ally, Inc.

25 West 45™ Street, Suite 701
New York, NY 10036

May 6, 2022

c/o Vicki Walker, Director General of Sport
15 Eddy Street, 16" Floor

Gatineau, Quebec

K1A 0MS5

To Sport Canada:

We, the undersigned members of the academic and sport communities, write to express our deep
concerns with Sport Canada's commissioning of Catherine Devine and the content of her
Canadian High Performance Athletes 1 survey. This survey perpetuates discriminatory views of
transgender athletes, and we call on Sport Canada to swiftly withdraw its support for this study.

The first sentence of the online survey explicitly uses the term biological males when referencing
transgender women. Academics and advocates alike recognize that referring to trans women as
biological males has become code for a trans-exclusionary position. Beyond deliberately
demeaning and devaluing trans women’s identities and humanity, the term "biological male" also
ignores scientific research demonstrating that the athletic capabilities of transgender women are
not comparable to those of cisgender men.

Appearing in the opening sentence of the survey, it serves as a green light for respondents to
express trans-exclusionary views, thereby injecting a clear bias into the survey. Later in the
survey, other misleading terms that similarly signal a trans-exclusionary position, including
puberty-related male advantage, are used to prime participants for answering questions. Priming
is widely recognized amongst survey researchers as biasing the responses of survey participants
and compromising the validity of the resulting findings. In this case, priming via transphobic and
scientifically incorrect terminology is likely to increase the expression of negative attitudes
towards transgender women in elite sport.

Later in the survey, two articles are cited, which “detail that there is no current scientific protocol
which eliminates puberty-related muscular advantage in non-athletic transwomen (biological
males). This means they retain most of their puberty-related male strength following hormone
therapy and/or surgery even if their plasma testosterone levels drop to within the female range.”
To date, several scholars, including the Canadian Centre for the Ethics of Sport, have denounced
such studies, finding them inconclusive for making policy decisions about sport.

If Catherine Devine worked in a university setting, an ethical review of her proposed research
would have been mandatory. Most commonly, this review would have included evidence of
compliance with the Tri-Council Policy Statement, which mandates that researchers respect the
dignity of human subjects. No evidence of such an approval is identified to participants. Given




the biases identified above, it is doubtful that her study would have received approval. As it
stands, the survey biases do not respect the dignity and humanity of all subjects, in this case,
transgender women athletes. Catherine Devine has a clear and public track record of such bias.

We are exceptionally concerned that Sport Canada has commissioned and is currently funding an
unethical study, given that study that does not adhere to the Tri-Council Policy Statement’s core
principles: Respect for Persons, Concern for Welfare, or Justice.

In a 2020 statement submitted to the UK Parliament, Catherine Devine expressed her views on
the feedback she received from reviewers of a manuscript she had submitted to an academic
journal. In this statement Devine claimed constraints on her academic freedom. The journal's
reviewers, all of whom would have expertise in the field and familiarity with the debates, made
the following comments about Devine’s use of biological males and similar terms to refer to
trans women: ‘“Putting biologically male and biologically female next to transgender is
transphobic”; “The use of ‘the biological differences’ and ‘the sexes’ is particularly
reductionist”; and in the words of one reviewer, “Steps need to be taken to rewrite much of this
article to avoid contributing to the moral panic over trans women competing in women’s sport”.
These statements directly apply to Catherine Devine’s current study on the views of Canadian
high-performance female athletes regarding the inclusion of transgender women in sport.

The preamble to the Catherine Devine’s survey states that the results of the study will comprise
“a report for Sport Canada to inform and balance policy insight in this area”. Relevant to this
claim is the settlement that Canadian transgender cyclist Kristen Worley reached in 2017 with
Cycling Canada (CC) and the Ontario Cycling Association (OCA). Among the terms of the
settlement, CC and the OCA agreed to review their policies and establish guidelines based on
objective science. If Sport Canada is to use Catherine Devine's findings as objective science
(despite its clear biases listed above) to inform policy changes for elite women athletes, we can
reasonably assume those changes will be trans-exclusionary.

We find the affiliation of this survey with Sport Canada to be profoundly troubling; It suggests
that Sport Canada is reversing its longstanding leadership against gender policing and its
commitment to achieving gender equality in Canadian sport at every level by 2035. The world’s
first ever openly transgender Olympic champion who represented Canada at the Tokyo Games
has also expressed their dismay:
“As a transgender athlete who has proudly represented Canada on the Olympic podium, I am
dismayed to see Sport Canada funding research that perpetuates deeply harmful stereotypes
about transgender athletes,” said Quinn. “Especially given the onslaught of legislation and
policies banning transgender youth from sports, we need research that dispels myths and
misinformation and that promotes inclusivity, not discrimination.”

Sport Canada's support of this survey directly marginalizes the role of the Canadian Centre for
Ethics in Sport (CCES) on policy development regarding ethical issues. The CCES has issued
the two reports — Sport in Transition: Making Sport in Canada More Responsible for Gender
Inclusivity and Creating Inclusive Environments for Trans Participants in Canadian Sport:
Guidance for Sport Organizations — providing policy guidance on transgender inclusion in sport
through multi-year analysis from experts in the field. Advisory boards for those reports included




both cisgender and transgender athletes, coaches, leaders of National Sports Organizations,
researchers, physicians, ethicists, and government officials who consulted across the country.

As people concerned for the transgender community, we endorse the CCES’s research and
recommendations on these complex and difficult issues. We urge Sport Canada to withdraw its
support and funding for Catherine Devine's transphobic and deeply unethical survey.

We value the diversity of all athletes. We learn from each other, are inspired by one another, and
support one another. We will not remain silent as discriminatory practices that unfairly target
elite transgender women athletes are prioritized in sport under the guise of research.

Signed,

Alannah Yip (she/her), Athlete, Climbing Escalade Canada

Alexandra Maris (she/her), Course Instructor at the University of Toronto

Ali Greey (they/them), Retired Team Canada Boxer. Ph.D. Student, University of Toronto
Alison Spitzer (she/her), Director of Finance & Operations, Canadian Women & Sport
Amanda Andrews (she/her), Ally and Indigenous Career Educator (Toronto)

Amanda Schweinbenz (she/her), Associate Professor Laurentian University

Anasofia Florez (she/her), Student, University of Toronto Schools

Andrea Bundon (she/her), Assistant Professor, School of Kinesiology, University of British
Columbia

Andrea Nelson (she/her), Team Canada Para Athlete

Andrew Grainger (he/him), Lecturer, Massey University

Andrew McGregor (he/him), Professor of History, Dallas College
Angelena Dolezar (she/her), Athlete, Women’s Sitting Volleyball (Canada),
Angie Fazekas (she/they), Course Instructor, University of Toronto

Ann Pegoraro (she/her), Lang Chair in Sport Management, University of Guelph. Co-Director,
E-Alliance

Anna Baeth (she/her), Director of Research, Athlete Ally
Anna Bottino (she/they), Ph.D. Student, Springfield College

Anna Goorevich (she/her), US-UK Fulbright Postgraduate Scholar



Anna Posbergh (she/her), Ph.D., University of Maryland
Annie Guglia (she/her), Olympian, Canada Skateboard

Anthony Weems (he/him/his), Assistant Professor of Recreation and Sport Management at
Florida International University

Ashleigh Allen (she/her), Student, Ontario Institute for Studies in Education, University of
Toronto

Awneet Sivia (she/her), Associate Professor, Teacher Education Department, University of the
Fraser Valley

Barbara Ferguson (she/her), Sessional Lecturer, WGSI, University of Toronto

Barbara McMorris (she/her/hers), Associate Professor, School of Nursing University of
Minnesota

Bernie Compton (she/her), Doctoral Student; CMPC; Director of Soccer Operations, Bowling
Green State University

Bianca Farella (she/her), Rugby Canada

Blair Hamilton (she/her), University of Brighton

Brian Gearity (he/him/his), Associate Professor & Director, University of Denver

Brittany Tekakarewes Epple (she/her/hers), Instructor (Kinesiology), Langara College
Bruce Kidd (he/him), Professor Emeritus, Sport & Public Policy, University of Toronto
Caela Fenton (she/her), Ph.D. Candidate, University of Oregon

Caitlin Pentifallo (she/her), Independent Consultant

Callie Youngman (she/her), Athletics Inclusion Coordinator, Grand Valley State University
Carole Oglesby (she/her), Consultant for Sport for Development Organizations

Carolyn McEwen (she/her), Associate Professor of Teaching, Rugby Canada (Retired),
University of British Columbia

Catherine Sabiston (she/her), Professor, University of Toronto
Cathy van Ingen (she/her), Professor, Department of Kinesiology, Brock University
Celina Toth (she/her/elle), Athlete, Diving Plongeon Canada

Charity Williams (she/her), Athlete, Rugby Canada



Chelsea Wooding (she/her), Assistant Professor, North Park University

Cheryl Cooky (she/her), Professor, Purdue University

Chris Mosier (he/him), Founder, Transathlete.com

Chris Smith (she/her), Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, University of Toronto
Christiana Moser (she/her), Ph.D. Student, University of Toronto

Christianne Varty (she/her), Retired National Team Athlete, Ringette Canada

Christine Hsu (they/she), Anti-Oppression & Anti-Racism Sport Inclusion Consultant
Claire Carter (she/they), Associate Professor University of Regina

Claire Meerkamper (she/they), Student, St. Clement's School

Connor MacDonald (he/him), Masters Student

Courtney Szto (she/her), Assistant Professor, Queen's University

Dain TePoel (he/him/his), Assistant Professor of Sport Management, Lock Haven University
Dan Irving (he/him), Associate Professor, Carleton University

Dana Maslovat (he/his/him), Kinesiology Instructor, Langara College

Dana Seitler (she/her/femme), Director, Sexual Diversity Studies University of Toronto
Daniel Uy (he/him), Graduate Student in Social Anthropology at York University
Danielle Cyr (she/her/they/them), Ph.D. Student, Royal Roads University

Deborah Cowen (she/they), Professor, University of Toronto

Debra Kriger, University of Toronto

Delaney Thibodeau, Ph.D. Student, University of Toronto

Desiree Scott (she/her), Canada Women’s National Soccer Team

Diane Williams (she/her/hers), Assistant Professor, Kinesiology

Donna Cumming, Master's Student, University of British Columbia

Donna Vakalis (she/her), OLY Ph.D. (Pentathlete)

Douglas A. Brown (he/him), Professor and Dean, Faculty of Kinesiology and Recreation
Management, University of Manitoba



Dr. Audrey Giles (she/her), Full Professor, University of Ottawa

Dr. Brittany Jakubiec (they/she), Director of Research, Egale Canada

Dr. Cheri Bradish, Professor

Dr. Johanna Mellis (she/her/hers), Assistant Professor of World History, Ursinus College
Dr. Katlin Okamoto (she/her), Community Faculty, University of Minnesota

Dr. Ruth Pearce (she/her), University of Glasgow

Dr. Ryan Storr (he/him), Research Associate, Swinburne University

Dr. Veronica Ivy (she/her/hers), Athlete Rights Expert, Sport Is a Human Right LLC

Eileen Narcotta-Welp (she/her/they/them), Assistant Professor, Sport Management, University of
Wisconsin, La Crosse

Eleanor Crabill (she/they), Graduate student, Miami University
Eli Wolff (he/him/his), Director, Power of Sport Lab

Elizabeth Mullin (she/they), Associate Professor of Exercise Science and Sport Studies,
Springfield College

Elliot Fonarev,Ph.D. Student, University of Toronto
Ellis Greenberg (they/them), MEd Student, SJE, SDS Collaborative Specialization

Emily Ehrensperger (she/her), MA Student, Women and Gender Studies Institute, University of
Toronto

Emily Potter (she/her), Professional Basketball Player, Member of Team Canada
Emma Boyd (she/her), Athlete, Bowls Canada Boulingrin

Emma Chown (she/her), Athlete, Rugby Canada

Emma Sherwood, Past National Team athlete, Orienteering Canada

Eric Pecile (he/him), Ph.D. Candidate, University of Toronto

Erica Bennett (she/her), Assistant Professor, School of Kinesiology, The University of British
Columbia

Erin Buzuvis (she/her/hers), Professor of Law, Western New England University

Erin McLeod (she/her), Canada Women’s National Soccer Team and 2x Olympian



Erin Morris (she/her), Associate Professor, SUNY Cortland

Erin Sharpe (she/her), Associate Professor, Department of Recreation and Leisure Studies, Brock
University

Eva Bosnjak (they/them), EDI Coordinator, Ontario Tech University

Evelyne Viens (she/her), Canada Women’s National Soccer Team

Fati Gharibi (they/them), Ph.D. student, Gender, Feminist and Women's Studies

Fenton Litwiller, Associate Professor, University of Manitoba

Fiona Wilson (she/her), Ph.D. Candidate, University of Toronto

Garcia Ashdown-Franks (she/her), Ph.D. Researcher

Georgia Simmerling (she/her), Sports Agent

Grace Athanas-Linden (she/her), Research Analyst, Sports Innovation Lab

Grace Cameron, MA student, Women and Gender Studies Institute at the University of Toronto

Gretchen Kerr (she/her), Professor, Faculty of Kinesiology and Physical Education, University of
Toronto

Guylaine Demers (elle/she), Professor, Université Laval

Hannah Gustafson (she/her), Kinesiology Instructor, Langara College

Harrison Browne (he/him), Retired Ice Hockey Player (NWHL + PHF), Hockey Canada
Heather Compeu (she/her/hers), Education Librarian, University of Fraser Valley

Helen Jefferson Lenskyj (she/her), Professor Emerita, University of Toronto

Ian Royer (he/him), President, Rainbow Griffins RFC

j wallace skelton, Concordia Postdoctoral Fellow, Parent Advocacy and Transgender Children
and Youth

Jacob K. Tingle (he/him), Assistant Professor of the Practice, Trinity University
Jacob Morris (he/him), Brock University
Jaedyn Andreotti, Rhythmic Gymnast, Gymnastics Canada

Jaime Schultz (she/her), Professor of Kinesiology, Pennsylvania State University



Jamie Lourenco (he/him), Vice President of Rainbow Griffin's RFC

Jamie Luchenski (she/her), MA Student at Queen’s University

Jana Fogaca (she/her), Assistant professor, California State University, Long Beach, USA
Janelle Joseph (she/her), Assistant Professor, Critical Studies of Race & Indigeneity
Jason Laurendeau (he/him), Associate Professor of Sociology, University of Lethbridge
Jayne Caldwell (she/her), Associate Professor, Bournemouth University. UK

Jeffrey Montez de Oca (he/him), Professor, University of Colorado Colorado Springs

Jen Fry (she/her), CEO, JenFryTalksLLC

Jennifer Larrick (she/her/hers), Assistant Coach, Minnesota Aurora FC

Jennifer Lee Hoffman (she/her), Associate Professor, University of Washington

Jennifer Waldron (she/her), Ph.D. and Former Athlete

Jennifer Wigglesworth (she/her), Assistant Professor, University of Northern British Columbia

Jeremy Bartholomeusz (he/him), Gymnastics Canada, Athlete Sport Nova Scotia, Safe Sport
Athlete Advisory Committee Chair

Jesse Couture (he/him), Postdoctoral Researcher, University of Ottawa
Jessica Fields (she/her), Professor, University of Toronto Scarborough
Jessica Hammond-Graf (she/her/hers), Deputy Athletic Director

Jill Allen (she/her), Sales Rep: Live to Play Sports Ltd.

Jill Kochanek (she/her), Assistant Professor, Springfield College

Jinsun Yang (they/them), Ph.D. student, University of Oregon

Joanne Cavan (she/her), Director, Software Engineering

Joanne Lieu (she/her), Ph.D. Candidate, University of Toronto

Joey Lye (she/her), Former Athlete and Current Coach, Softball Canada
Jordyn Listro (she/her), Canada Women’s National Soccer Team

Judy Liao (they), Assistant Professor of Sport Studies, Department of Social Science, University
of Alberta, Augustana Campus



Kaitrin Doll (they/them), Ph.D. Student, University of Toronto

Kali Christ (she/her), Skate Canada (Retired)

Kanika Lawton (they/them), MA, Ph.D. Student, University of Toronto
Kari Dehli (she/her), Professor, University of Toronto

Kasie Murphy (she/her), Ph.D. student, Queen’s University

Katharina Pabst (she/her), Ph.D. Candidate, University of Toronto

Kathleen Emerson (she/her/hers), Instructor & Program Coordinator, Department of
Kinesiology, Langara College

Katie Querna (she/her), Assistant Professor, Social Work, St Cloud State University
Katy Miller, Pediatrician and Adolescent Medicine specialist, Children’s Minnesota
Kaylee Hamilton (she/her), Ph.D. Student, University of Toronto

Kelly McDonald (she/her), Hockey Coach, OWHA

Kelly Sullivan (she/her), Coordinator, University of Toronto; Board of Directors, PT Soccer
League

Kendra Smith (they/she), Undergraduate Student, Editor-in-Chief of Hardwire Journal,
University of Toronto

Kennedy Kneller (she/her), Masters Candidate, University of British Columbia

Kimberley Manning (she/her), Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, Concordia
University

Korina Gratton (she/her), Library Technician, University of the Fraser Valley

Kyle Kusz (he/him/his), Professor, University of Rhode Island

Larena Hoeber (she/her), Professor, University of Regina

Lauren Couture (she/her), Associate Professor, UFV (sociology of sport & sport pedagogy),
Lauren McCoy Coffey (she/her), Assistant Professor, Winthrop University

Lee Airton (they/them), Assistant Professor, Faculty of Education, Queen's University

Leslie K Larsen (she/her), Associate Professor, California State University, Sacramento



Lex Konnelly (they/them), Ph.D. Candidate, Departments of Linguistics and Sexual Diversity
Studies, University of Toronto

Leya Buchanan (she/her), Team Canada Sprinter
Lief Dubin (he/him), Ph.D. Candidate, University of Toronto Department of History

Lindsay Parks Pieper (she/her), Associate Professor of Sport Management, University of
Lynchburg

Loree Erickson, Ph.D. (she/her), Assistant Professor, Teaching Stream New College, University
of Toronto

Lori Spray(she/her), Director of Sport, Rainbow Griffens, Head Coach- Toronto Muddy York
Luisa Gragrena (she/her), Educator & Student
Maddison Dennison (she/her), Director, Halifax Rugby Football Club

Madeleine Orr (she/her), Program Director for Sustainable Sport Business, Loughborough
University

Madeleine Pape (she/her/hers), Postdoctoral Researcher, Institute of Sports Sciences, University
of Lausanne

Madeline Price (she/her), Canadian Olympian (Athletics, Women’s 4x4 Relay),
Maria Dawson (she/her), Ph.D. student, University of Toronto

Marianick Pichon, Ph.D., Aecon Group Inc.

Marilou St-Pierre (iel/they), Professionnel de Recherche, Université Laval
Marissa Papaconstantinou (she/her), Athletics Canada Paralympian

Marta Heinen (she/her), Scholar Athlete at University of Stirling

Matthew Hodler, Assistant Professor, University of Rhode Island

Maura Dewey (she/her), Sail Canada

Meaghan Wray (she/her), Freelance journalist

Meg Hancock (she/they), Associate Professor, United States

Melanie Gregg (she/her), Professor, The University of Winnipeg

Michele K. Donnelly (she/her), Assistant Professor, Department of Sport Management, Brock
University



Mike Regan Jr. (he/him), Adjunct Professor; California State University, East Bay

Mustafa Karacam (he/him), Ph.D. Candidate, Kinesiology and Health Studies, Queen's
University

Natania Marcus (she/her), Psychologist, CAMH

Natasha Cyrille (she/her), Marketing/Communications Coordinator, Canadian Women & Sport
Nathan Kalman-Lamb(he/him), Lecturing Fellow, Duke University

Nelson Ives (he/him), Member, Rainbow Griffins Rugby Club

Nico Mara-McKay (they/them), Ph.D. Student, University of Toronto

Nicole M. LaVoi (she/her), Director, the Tucker Center for Research on Girls & Women in Sport
Noah Adams (he/him), MSW

Nora Daigle, Professional Boxer (retired), Ottawa

Olivia Apps (she/her), Senior Women’s Rugby 7s athlete

Pamphinette Buisa (she/her), Rugby Canada

Patrizia Gentile (she/her), Associate Professor, Carleton University

Quinn (they/them), Canada Women’s National Soccer Team and 2x Olympian

Rach McBride (they/them), Canadian professional athlete

Remi Drolet (he/him/his), National Team Athlete, Nordiq Canada

Rob Lake (he/him), Department of Sport Science, Douglas College; President, North American
Society for the Sociology of Sport

Robert Owens (he/him), Owner/Performance Coach, Resolute Performance, PLLC
Robert Prazeres, Ph.D. candidate, University of Toronto

Robyn Smith (she/her/hers), Ph.D. Candidate, Brunel University London

Roger Pielke Jr. (he/him), Professor, University of Colorado Boulder

Rona Herzog (she/her), Kinesiology Instructional Assistant, Langara College

Russell Field (he/him), Associate Professor, Faculty of Kinesiology and Recreation
Management, University of Manitoba



Russell Toomey (he/they), Professor, University of Arizona

Ruth Maddeaux (she/her), Ph.D. Candidate, University of Toronto

Ryan Sappington (he/him), Staff Psychologist, Athletics Liaison, Loyola University Maryland
Ryan Socolow, Research Fellow, Athlete Ally

Sabeehah Ravat (they/she), MA University of Minnesota

Sabrina D’ Angelo (she/her/hers), Canada Women’s National Soccer Team

Sabrina Razack (she/her), Ph.D. Candidate, University of Toronto

Saemi Lee (she/her), Assistant Professor at California State University Los Angeles

Sage Mauldin (he/him/his), Doctoral Candidate

Samantha Cyrille, MS, Student Athlete, Ryerson University

Samantha King (she/her), Professor, Queen's University

Samuel Schmidt (he/him/his), Assistant Professor of Sport Management, UW La Crosse
Sara Kaljuvee (she/her), Canada Rugby Sevens

Sarah Barnes (she/her), Cape Breton University

Sarah Shah (they/them), Assistant Professor, Research Fellow, The University of Toronto

Sarah Teetzel (she/her), Professor, Faculty of Kinesiology and Recreation Management,
University of Manitoba

Shannon Jette (she/her/hers), Associate Professor, University of Maryland
Shannon Kerwin (she/her/they), Associate Professor, Brock University

Shannon P. Cheung (she/they), MSW, Ph.D. Student; Rutgers, The State University of New
Jersey, School of Social Work

Shelley Lucas, Associate Professor, Boise State University

Sheryl MacMath (she/her), Professor, University of the Fraser Valley

Siduri Haslerig (she/her), Associate Professor, University of Oklahoma

Spencer Harris (he/him/his), Associate Professor, University of Colorado, Colorado Springs

Stephanie Labbe (she/her), Canada Women’s National Soccer Team (retired) and 2x Olympian



Stephanie Talsma (she/her), Director of Programs, Canadian Women & Sport

Stephen Mumford (he/him), Professor, Durham University

Steven Lewis (he/him), Secretary, Rainbow Griffins Rugby Club

Susan Todd, Instructor, Department of Kinesiology, Langara College

Susie Poore (she/her), Graduate Student, NYU & Media Researcher, Athlete Ally
Talia Golland (she/they), University of Toronto, Graduate Alumni

Tanya Prewitt-White (she/her), Owner, Dr. Tanya Raquel LLC

Taylor McKee (he/him), Assistant Professor, Brock University

Teiya Kasahara (they/them/theirs), Artist-in-Residence for the Bonham Centre for Sexual
Diversity Studies at the University of Toronto

Thomas Frattaroli (he/him), Graduate Student, York University
Tim Fletcher (he/him), Associate Professor, Brock University
Tim Gadanidis (he/him), Ph.D. Candidate, University of Toronto
Tomika Ferguson (she/her), Assistant Professor, VCU

Travers, Professor of Sociology, Simon Fraser University

Valerie Moyer (she/her), Ph.D. Candidate, Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies, Stony
Brook University

Vandy Britton (she/her), Associate Professor and Department Head, Teacher Education, UFV
Vanessa Wallace (she/her), Program Coordinator, Canadian Women & Sport

Victoria Paraschak (she/her), University of Windsor

Vikki Krane (they/she), Professor, Bowling Green State University

William Bridel (he/him), Associate Professor, University of Calgary

Yannick Kluch, Ph.D. (he/him/his), Assistant Professor & Director of Outreach and Inclusive
Excellence, Center for Sport Leadership, Virginia Commonwealth University



