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T H E  C O L L E C T I V E 
P O W E R 

O F  S P O R T .

T H E  C O L L E C T I V E  P O W E R  O F  S P O R T  C A N N O T  B E  U N D E R S TAT E D, 

A N D  T H E  C U LT U R A L  I N F L U E N C E  B E S T O W E D  O N  AT H L E T E S

 H A S  T H E  A B I L I T Y  T O  C H A N G E  AT T I T U D E S  A N D  S H A P E  S O C I E T Y 

F O R  T H E  B E T T E R .  B U T,  O N LY  I F  T H E  AT H L E T I C  C O M M U N I T Y  S T I C K S  T O G E T H E R . 

S TA N D  W I T H  T H E  AT H L E T I C  C O M M U N I T Y  I N  T H E  P U R S U I T  O F  E Q U A L I T Y.



The Action Awards celebrate the pioneering actions of organizations 

and individuals in 2017 that helped create LGBT inclusive athletic 

environments and eliminate anti-LGBT discrimination at large.
  

H O N O R E E S

E Z R A  B A E L I - WA N G

M A C K  B E G G S

L O R I  L I N D S E Y

E S E R A  T U A O L O

T H E  S TA N F O R D  & 
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  S O U T H E R N  C A L I F O R N I A  ( U S C )

AT H L E T I C  D E PA R T M E N T S

E M C E E

T R AV O N  F R E E

M U S I C

D J  L O H R A S P  K A N S A R A



Ward Simmons, Event Co-Chair

Rob Smith, Event Co-Chair

Frances A. Boller
Joy Bunson
Chris Coffey
Brian Ellner
Lia Parifax
Brian Rice

Robert L. York, Jr.
 

E V E N T  L E A D E R S H I P
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“ S O M E  P E O P L E  WA N T  I T  T O  H A P P E N , 
S O M E  W I S H  I T  W O U L D  H A P P E N , 

O T H E R S  M A K E  I T  H A P P E N . ”
—  M I C H A E L  J O R D A N 

C O N G R AT U L AT I O N S 
T O  O U R  2 0 1 7  H O N O R E E S ! 

And, a huge thank you to the staff, our board, our corporate sponsors, 
each of the donors and our volunteers who have aligned to make this 

Action Awards the most successful one yet.  

It’s an honor and privilege to work with you as we partner to create 
impact and change through sports and athletes.  Our mission and our 

work has never been more important than it is today. 

T H A N K  YO U !

R O B  S M I T H  A N D  WA R D  S I M M O N S 

E V E N T  C O - C H A I R S 

B O A R D  M E M B E R S 



N O T E  F R O M  H U D S O N  TAY L O R
F O U N D E R  A N D  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R

W E  A R E  W I T N E S S I N G  T H E  G R E AT E S T  E X P A N S I O N 

O F  AT H L E T I C  A C T I V I S M  I N  M O D E R N  H I S T O R Y  — 

N E V E R  B E F O R E  H AV E  W E  S E E N  AT H L E T E S ,  T E A M S 
A N D  L E A G U E S  —  AT  A L L  L E V E L S  —  S P E A K  O U T  S O 
R E G U L A R LY  F O R  L G B T  E Q U A L I T Y.

Athlete Ally is proud to be leading this movement. Since our founding, we’ve remained 
steadfast in our commitment to securing a world where athletic activism is expected and 
protected. We believe in ensuring that everyone — regardless of sexual orientation or gender 
identity — has equal access, opportunity and experience in sport. Thanks to your unwavering 
support, we’ve made tremendous progress over the past year.

But our work isn’t done. Across the country, attacks on the LGBT community continue. Over 10 
anti-LGBT bills have been introduced in the past year alone; transgender rights continue to be 
threatened; and a patchwork of protections across sport governing bodies are having drastic 
consequences on LGBT athletes. In this critical time, Athlete Ally won’t stop fighting until full 
dignity and equality is achieved for the LGBT community.

Tonight, we celebrate the progress we’ve made in the fight for equality, while also 
recommitting to the work ahead. We look forward to standing side-by-side with each of you in 
the times ahead.

Together,

H U D S O N  TAY L O R
F O U N D E R  A N D  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R
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T H A N K  YO U  F O R  YO U R  S U P P O R T

M V P  S P O N S O R S
$ 2 5 , 0 0 0 +

Carin and Roger Ehrenberg
The Grover-Scher Family
Ken Mehlman
NBA and WNBA

 
C A P TA I N  S P O N S O R S
$ 1 5 , 0 0 0

Bloomberg Philanthropies
RBC Capital Markets



T H A N K  YO U  F O R  YO U R  S U P P O R T

A L LY  S P O N S O R S
$ 1 0 , 0 0 0

Brooklyn Nets 
Joy and Steve Bunson
Citi
Credit Suisse
Gatorade
Haddad Brands
HBO
Hugo Boss
KPMG
Major League Soccer
Northwestern Mutual
Brian Rice and Robert Goldrich
Lia Parifax and Hudson Taylor
Mark Stephanz and Joe Harper
Steve Tisch, Laurie Tisch, Lizzie 
and Jonathan Tisch
Turner
Andrew Ward
Steve Wozencraft and John Evans
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T H A N K  YO U  F O R  YO U R  S U P P O R T

VA R S I T Y  S P O N S O R S
$ 5 , 0 0 0

BakerHostetler
Michael Balaban
Laura Clise and Nicole Hatch
Fannie Mae 
G-III 
Gerber & Co.
Steve Madden, Ltd.
MillerCoors
Northern Trust
Jim O’Brien
Siegel Strategies
Rob Smith and Rod Grozier
Tusk Strategies
Under Armour

R O O K I E  S P O N S O R S
$ 2 , 5 0 0

Fran Boller
Chris Coffey and Adam Riff
Gibson Dunn
KOFA Public Affairs
Stu Loeser
Frederick Raffetto
Susan Rudin

B O O S T E R  S P O N S O R S
I N - K I N D  S U P P O R T

Baccarat
Cipperman Design
The Wall Street Journal

C O M M U N I T Y  P A R T N E R S
Metropolitan Tennis Club
New York City Flag Football League
Stonewall Sports
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T H A N K  YO U  F O R  YO U R  S U P P O R T

H O S T  C O M M I T T E E

Brian Anderson and Andrew Rivera
Ansell Grimm & Aaron, PC
Kathy and Scott Aimetti
Doug Albert
Stafford Arima
Eric Baker and Bill Kapfer
Thomas Bindert
Josh Blumenfeld
Tim Bush and Xavier Boyaval
Raymond Crosby
Mitch Draizin
Jeff Gearheart
Gregg Gelman and Joe Hershberger
Robert Goldrich
Rod Grozier 
Alexander Guidera 
	 and Larry Isaacson
Thomas J. Hall
Keith Harman 
Risa Heller
Dennis Hranitzky
Albert Imperato
Sean James
Amin Kassam
Otho Kerr 

Bill Lambert 
Lisa Linsky
Mike Lubin and Tom Eagan
Ed Mangis
McDermott Will & Emery
Peter McKown and Kenneth Heng
Doug Nieters
Rusty O’Kelley
Alfredo Paredes and Brad Goldfarb
David Porzio
Jason Pucci and Michael Foncannon
The Ralph Lauren Foundation 
Michael Sarkozi and Ron Shuma
Frank Selvaggi and Bill Shea
Cameron Smith and Jeff Edwards
Harold Smith-Franzen
Sanjay Swani 
Mike Syers
Sandye Taylor
Bert Trybala
Michelle Waites and April Holder
Kevin Wells
Matt Welton
Bruce Whipple and Michael Ward
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List printed September 30, 2017.



H O N O R E E S

E Z R A  B A E L I - WA N G 

Ezra Baeli-Wang is a 2017 graduate and student-athlete from the University of North 
Carolina, and was the driving force behind the ACC’s Student-Athlete Advisory Committee’s 
representatives speaking out vocally against North Carolina’s anti-LGBT law HB2. Ezra was the 
lead author of an open letter on behalf of these colleges that was published, pushing back 
against anti-transgender efforts in the state. His allyship is a testament to Athlete Ally’s ongoing 
work at the collegiate level, and to the power of cultivating the next generation of athlete 
activists.

M A C K  B E G G S  

Earlier this year, Mack’s story took the nation by storm — a transgender high school male 
wrestler was being forced to compete against girls due to outdated and discriminatory Texas 
policies. Mack’s reality continues to highlight the patchwork of protections across sport 
governing bodies related to transgender participation in sport. 
 
Over the past six months, Mack has become a force in the fight for inclusion and equality. He 
was selected as the grand marshal of the San Antonio pride parade, an opportunity he hoped 
would bring greater awareness to the continued fight for transgender visibility. In August, Mack 
partnered with Athlete Ally to publish a PSA pushing back against the proposed anti-LGBT 
legislation introduced as part of the Texas Special Session. Thanks to efforts like Mack’s — and 
the thousands of activists on the ground in Texas — the Texas Special Session concluded 
without the passing of an anti-transgender bill.
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H O N O R E E S
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L O R I  L I N D S E Y 

Lori Lindsey is a former member of the U.S. Women’s National Soccer Team. She represented the 
team during the 2011 Women’s World Cup and the 2012 Olympic Games in London. Lori bravely 
came out in 2012, and has continued her staunch advocacy for LGBT equality. She also continues 
to be a model for the type of intersectional advocacy that’s needed in today’s political climate. 
She was part of the team that trekked to the Summit of Mount Kilimanjaro and set the Guinness 
World Record for the world’s highest ever soccer match. This historic event helped bring 
attention to the need for greater gender equality in sport.

E S E R A  T U A O L O 

Esera Tuaolo was a defensive tackle in the National Football League for nine years. In 2002, 
having retired from sports, Tuaolo announced to the public that he is gay, coming out on HBO’s 
Real Sports.  Since coming out, Tuaolo has been a strong advocate for the LGBT community. 
He has worked with the NFL to combat homophobia in the league and has testified to State 
Legislatures in opposition to anti-LGBT legislation.



H O N O R E E S

E M C E E

A T H L E T E  A L L Y  A C T I O N  A W A R D S  2 0 1 7   / / /   1 3

S TA N F O R D  AT H L E T I C S

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  S O U T H E R N  C A L I F O R N I A
AT H L E T I C  D E P A R T M E N T

The Stanford & University of Southern California (USC) Athletic Departments are honored for 
their ongoing and best practice leadership in creating inclusive college athletic environments. 
Stanford and USC were the only two schools to score a perfect 100 in Athlete Ally’s Athletic 
Equality Index, a historic assessment of the LGBT inclusiveness of the Power 5 conferences. 
The Athletic Equality Index was a first-of-its-kind report providing a comprehensive overview of 
how all 65 member institutions of the NCAA’s Power 5 conferences are supporting, or failing to 
support, their LGBT players, fans, coaches, officials and administrators.

T R AV O N  F R E E 

Emmy Award winning comedian and writer Travon Free currently writes for Full Frontal with 
Samantha Bee, and previously wrote for The Daily Show on Comedy Central and Any Given 
Wednesday with Bill Simmons on HBO. Free won an Emmy Award for his work on The Daily 
Show in 2015. In addition, Free is a former collegiate basketball player, having played for the 
Long Beach State 49ers. In 2012, Free came out as bisexual, one of the few Division I basketball 
players to have come out.



B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

H U D S O N  TAY L O R
Founder, Executive Director & Board Member

 
M I C H A E L  B A L A B A N

Co-Chair
 

A N D R E W  WA R D
Co-Chair

 
A L L I S O N  G R O V E R

Treasurer
 

F R E D E R I C K  C .  R A F F E T T O
Secretary

 
F R A N C E S  A .  B O L L E R

 
J OY  B U N S O N

 
L A U R A  C L I S E

 
C H R I S  C O F F E Y

 
B R I A N  E L L N E R

 
C A R I N  L E V I N E  E H R E N B E R G

 
S E A N  J A M E S

 
L I A  PA R I FA X

 Co-Founder
 

B R I A N  R I C E
 

WA R D  S I M M O N S
 

R O B  S M I T H 
 

M A R K  S T E P H A N Z
 

S A N DY E  TAY L O R 
 

R O B E R T  L .  YO R K ,  J R .
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THE NBA IS PROUD TO 
SUPPORT THE WORK 

OF ATHLETE ALLY.



You never really 
understand a person until 
you consider things from 
his point of view.”
Atticus Finch
To Kill A Mockingbird

“

Thanks Hudson and the terrific team at

Athlete Ally
You’re making history by building 
understanding —one mind at a time. 

Ken Mehlman



Capalino+Company is proud 
to support The Fourth Annual 

Athlete Ally Action Awards

The Woolworth Building 

233 Broadway, Suite 710 • New York, NY 10279

212.616.5810 • contact@capalino.com •      @capalino

www.capalino.com 

We join you in celebrating this year’s 
honorees for their dedication to creating 
LGBT inclusive athletic environments and 

eliminating anti-LGBT prejudice



We proudly support  
Athlete Ally and 
congratulate the  
recipients of the  
Fourth Annual  
Athlete Ally  
Action Awards.

Our commitment  
to the community

bakerlaw.com



“Be the Change 
You Want to See 

in the World.”   
— ghandi

THE EHRENBERG FAMILY THANKS ATHLETE ALLY, 
ITS AMBASSADORS AND TONIGHT’S HONOREES 

FOR THEIR TRAILBLAZING ADVOCACY. 

 WE CHALLENGE MORE SCHOOLS TO START LOCAL 

CHAPTERS SO THAT MORE YOUNG ATHLETES CAN 

USE THEIR VOICES TO BE THE CHANGE.

pictured here: 
Poly Prep Country Day School’s Baseball, Softball and Girls Lacrosse Varsity Teams 

after winning the 2017 Quarterfinals for their league.  
Poly Prep’s Upper School, Brooklyn NY, has an active Athlete Ally Club.
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Jesuit Education Since 1847

XAVIER
H I G H  S C H O O L

30 West 16th Street • New York, NY 10011-6302 
(212) 924-7900 • www.xavierhs.org

SALUTING ATHLETE ALLY
AND ALL THE HONOREES

Jack Raslowsky 
President

s





CONGRATULATIONS, 
LORI LINDSEY!

Thank you for your activism 
in support of LGBT and gender equality. 

Your commitment to making sport more inclusive and 
accessible for all inspires people around the world. 

We’re proud to call you our friend!

LAURA CLISE
MARY HARVEY

AMANDA VANDERVORT
YAEL AVERBUCH

MOYA DODD



MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER
PROUDLY SUPPORTS

CONGRATULATIONS TO 

LORI LINDSEY AND THE OTHER
4TH ANNUAL ACTION AWARDS

HONOREES

AthleteAlly
Victory Through Unity



ATHLETE ALLY 
proudly supports

and congratulates
all of tonight’s honorees

©2017 Home Box Offi ce, Inc. All rights reserved. 
HBO® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Offi ce, Inc.

© 2016 Citigroup Inc. Citi, Citi and Arc Design and other marks used herein are service marks 
of Citigroup Inc. or its affiliates, used and registered throughout the world.

Citi is proud to salute Athlete Ally and its 
crucial commitment to fostering inclusive 
communities of athletes, coaches and fans 
where all are greeted with dignity, respect 
and acceptance.

MEDALING IN DIVERSITY,
ACCEPTANCE  AND  PRIDE.

®



Turner lifts up diverse voices both on  
and off the air. This makes us stronger 
as a company and a community. 
Inclusion means empowering individuals 
and their voices. All of them. We are 
proud to call ourselves an ally of the 
Athlete Ally community. 
™ & © 2017 Turner Broadcasting System, Inc. A Time Warner Company. All Rights Reserved.

TM & © 2017 Turner Broadcasting System, Inc. A Time Warner Company. All Rights Reserved.

WHERE LEGIBILITY IS AN ISSUE, PLEASE USE VERSION WITH LARGER “TM”

STANDARD TURNER CORPORATE LEGAL LINE

™ & © 2017 Turner Broadcasting System, Inc. A Time Warner Company. All Rights Reserved.

TM & © 2017 Turner Broadcasting System, Inc. A Time Warner Company. All Rights Reserved.

WHERE LEGIBILITY IS AN ISSUE, PLEASE USE VERSION WITH LARGER “TM”

STANDARD TURNER CORPORATE LEGAL LINE

Adam Seiden 
Managing Partner
(212) 819-1800
nyc-parkavenue.nm.com

ONE OF OUR GREATEST ASSETS 
IS OUR COMMUNITY. THAT’S WHY 
WE’RE A PROUD SPONSOR OF 
ATHLETE ALLY.

05-4005 © 2017 Northwestern Mutual is the marketing name for The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company (NM), Milwaukee, WI (life and disability insurance, annuities, and life insurance with long-term care 
benefits) and its subsidiaries. Northwestern Mutual Investment Services, LLC (NMIS) (securities), a subsidiary of NM, broker-dealer, registered investment adviser, and member of FINRA and SIPC. Adam David Seiden, 
General Agent(s) of NM. Managing Partners are not in legal partnership with each other, NM or its affiliates. Adam David Seiden, Registered Representative(s) of NMIS. Adam David Seiden, Representative(s) of 
Northwestern Mutual Wealth Management Company®, (NMWMC) Milwaukee, WI, (fiduciary and fee-based planning) subsidiary of NM and a federal savings bank.
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rtCredit Suisse is proud to 
sponsor the Fourth Annual 
Athlete Ally Action Awards, 
www.actionawards.org. 

Congratulations to tonight’s 
honorees.

credit-suisse.com

© 2017 CREDIT SUISSE GROUP AG and/or its affiliates. All rights reserved.
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 We are proud to support

Athlete Ally



rbccm.com
® Registered trademark of Royal Bank of Canada.Used under license. © Royal Bank of Canada 2017.

Proud to Support
Athlete Ally
RBC Capital Markets is pleased to 
sponsor the 4th Annual Action Awards. 
We salute Athlete Ally’s mission to 
educate and activate athletic 
communities to eliminate homophobia 
and transphobia in sports and to 
exercise their leadership to champion 
LGBT equality.

WEALTH PLANNING  \  BANKING  \  TRUST & ESTATE SERVICES  \  INVESTING  \  FAMILY OFFICE

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT

John Hoffman  
President, Wealth Management – Northeast Region
40 West 57th Street, Suite 2100, New York, NY 10019
212-339-7475

northerntrust.com

FOR US, EQUALITY IS MORE THAN JUST A CAUSE.

Northern Trust is proud to support Athlete Ally. For more than 125 years, we’ve 
been meeting our clients’ financial needs while nurturing a culture of caring 
and a commitment to invest in the communities we serve. Because the value 
of equality can hardly be measured.



BRIDGET HARTNETT, CPA, PSA
RON MATAN, CPA, CGMA, PSA

LIZ HARPER, CPA

LIVINGSTON, NJ 07039 • 973-994-9494 • WWW.SOBEL-CPA.COM

Thank you to Athlete Ally
for continuing to stand with 
the LGBT sport community!

Congratulations to this year’s
Action Award Honorees!

“We Feel Good Helping Those Who Do Good”



get your  
game face on.

kofapublicaffairs.com

© 2017 KPMG LLP, a Delaware limited liability partnership and the U.S. member firm of the KPMG network of independent member firms affiliated with KPMG International 
Cooperative (“KPMG International”), a Swiss entity. Some of the services or offerings provided by KPMG LLP are not permissible for its audit clients or affiliates. NDPPS 712297

Everyone has a 
unique perspective. 
We see the value of an inclusive 
and diverse culture. 

Learn more at KPMG.com/us/careers



GREAT BEER GREAT RESPONSIBILITY®
© 2017 MILLERCOORS LLC

STU LOESER & CO. 
is proud to support those 

fostering inclusion 
and respect in their 

communities. 

Congrats to the 
winners of this year’s 

Action Awards.

is proud to support  
THE FOURTH ANNUAL  

Athlete Ally  
Action Awards

www.gibsondunn.com



S I G N  T H E 
A T H L E T E  A L L Y

P L E D G E

A D D  Y O U R  N A M E  T O D A Y  T O  S U P P O R T 
I N C L U S I V E  A T H L E T I C  E N V I R O N M E N T S , 

A N D  T O  D E M A N D  A  W O R L D  W H E R E 
A T H L E T I C  A C T I V I S M  I S  E X P E C T E D 

A N D  P R O T E C T E D .

T E X T  “ E Q U A L I T Y ”  T O  5 1 5 5 5 
A N D  S U P P O R T  O U R  M O V E M E N T .



... I want to end discrimination

... I want to end youth homelessness

... I want to help LGBTQ people 
around the world

... I’m an ally and want to help

... everyone has the right to live openly

... transgender people matter

... love conquers hate

... my voice counts

I RUN BECAUSE...

If you believe in 
equality for all, lace 
up your running shoes 
and join the team to 
train and fundraise 
on the right side of 
history. No experience 
necessary!WWW.HRC.ORG/ATHLETES

RUN ON THE
RIGHT SIDE
OF HISTORY



Become an Athlete Ally 
Ambassador Today.

Our Ambassadors are the foundation of Athlete Ally and our mission. Ambassadors serve 
as visible allies and spokespeople for preserving the integrity of athletics and keeping 

sport available and safe for everyone — including lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
(LGBT) athletes, coaches, administrators and fans. We have 150+ worldwide Ambassadors 

representing a diverse range of sports.

People like GREG LOUGANIS, MICHAEL SAM, KENNETH FARIED, LAYSHIA CLARENDON, 
BRENDON AYANBADEJO, GRANT HILL, MARCEDES LEWIS, AYDIAN DOWLING,  

ROBBIE ROGERS, JASON COLLINS, ABBY WAMBACH and ALI KRIEGER  
have already made the commitment to make sports a safer space for everyone.

Check out www.athleteally.org/allies — you’re in good company.



84
PERCENT

OF PEOPLE
HAVE WITNESSED
OR EXPERIENCED 

HOMOPHOBIA IN SPORT

W W W . A T H L E T E A L LY. O R G

A T H L E T E  A L LY  B E L I E V E S  T H A T 
E V E R Y O N E  —  R E G A R D L E S S  O F  S E X U A L 
O R I E N T A T I O N  O R  G E N D E R  I D E N T I T Y 
—  S H O U L D  H A V E  E Q U A L  A C C E S S , 
O P P O R T U N I T Y  A N D  E X P E R I E N C E 
I N  S P O R T. 

Text Equality to 51555 to sign the Athlete 
Ally pledge to demand inclusive athletic 
environments.



V I C T O R Y
T H R O U G H

U N I T Y

program and event branding design: 
trevor messersmith /  80eastdesign.com
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